
Polaris Educational Foundation Meeting 
February 19, 2016 

Agenda 
 

Members Present: Melanie Currier, Susan Hartford, Karyn Misenheimer, Jenna Paquette, 
Daniela De Los Reyes 
 

1. Acceptance of January Minutes - tabled (no quorum) 

2. President’s report - none 

3. Fundraising 

1. Auction update 

1. Rec’d approx $7000 in donations 

2. Rec’d first RSVPs 

3. Last year’s anonymous donor who backed the teacher experiences is unable to do so 

this year.  Auction committee will still offer the experiences and take the expenses off the 

bottom line of the auction 

4. Updated volunteer needs will come out soon including needs for night of 

5. Raffle basket donations were due today.  Some shopping will still need to be done.   

6. Launched pre-sales of school supplies raffle on-line ahead of time 

7. Possibility of having a video of kids talking about Polaris at the auction.  We would 

have to pay $225 for use of projector and screen from venue, but if we bring our own no 

additional cost. 

8. Looking for someone who might be able to assist with video of kids talking or voice 

recording of students talking to work on this video.  Melanie contacted Bob Falco to see if he 

does video or if he only does photography. 

9. Basket created by the board will have Red Sox tickets in it.  Not sure if it should be 

used as a raffle or used as an actual auction item. 

4. Events Committee 



1. PEF Parent’s coffee will be offered now and a reminder sent out right before it happens. 

2. Dance date (April 2nd) has gone out.  Jenna wonders if she is supposed to check with 

someone (Jen/Liz) about the date to be sure building is available. 

5. Enrichment Committee 

1. Recorder:  Needs to be discussed.  Arielle doesn’t recommend running two 

enrichments at once, which doesn’t leave any room for recorder. 

Recorder tabled for this year - try again next year. 

2. Primary Robotics is scheduled for Wednesday.  Hip Hop may or may not still be on 

Friday.  Show Choir possible for Mondays beginning 3/14 for a 10 week run or March 21 for a 

6 week run.  Thursdays wide open.  Pearler beads was an inexpensive alternative and Sonya 

Broulidakis is willing to run parent-led enrichments.  Jen has Bedford stage (Town Hall for 

June 3-4).  Arielle will put together the brochure, but someone else has to take it from there.   

3. Can we put an announcement for Enrichment Chair with description of what job 

entails.  Without Enrichment Chair there will be no enrichments. 

4. YMCA has not been contacted about swim lessons. 

3. Treasurer’s report 

1. See report 

https://drive.google.com/a/polarischarterschool.org/file/d/0B4BerF3rDLT6ektlUnF4QWt

RVTQ/view?usp=sharing 

2. To clarify the Pizza line item, there was a special bonus on Dominos purchases at 

Scrip last week so Daniela refilled a bunch of the cards (with authorization from Sarah and 

Althea). We should have enough to get us almost to the end of the year. 

3. When taxes were last November, an amended return for the previous year (2013-14) 

was also filed, because we had some numbers that were not availiable when previously filed. 

Unfortunately, the addition in a couple of places was incorrect, so it was fixed and a second 

batch of amended returns have been filed.  In addition, the box in section H of our current 

https://drive.google.com/a/polarischarterschool.org/file/d/0B4BerF3rDLT6ektlUnF4QWtRVTQ/view?usp=sharing�
https://drive.google.com/a/polarischarterschool.org/file/d/0B4BerF3rDLT6ektlUnF4QWtRVTQ/view?usp=sharing�


year return (2014-15) was not checked.  Box H says that we are not required to file schedule 

B (you only have to file schedule B if you get more than $5000 in total from any 

contributor).  So I got a letter from the IRS saying our return was incomplete without schedule 

B. Sarah has replied to the IRS with an affidavit stating that we are not required to file 

schedule B, and  the return has been amended and a new copy of that one has been filed as 

well. 

4. There are apparently two divisions within the state government that require non-profits 

to report to them.  The Attorney General’s office requires an annual report detailing financial 

transactions. The easiest way to file it is to do the federal return and file a copy along with the 

annual report certificate. In addition, the Secretary of State Department, Corporate Division, 

requires a report every 5 years, in years ending in 5 and 0.  Sarah did not realize this. They 

did send a letter informing us of this, but since it had the same state seal and demand for an 

“annual report” that the Attorney General’s office letters have, I thought it was a duplicate 

mailing from the same office.  Unfortunately, it isn’t, and the Corporate Division sent us a letter 

informing us that our corporate charter was revoked. The letter reached me at the beginning 

of this month. After a bit of panic and a phone call to the State Department, I was told that all I 

had to do was file the reinstatement form, pay a fee, and we’re fine. I did so, and as of 

Tuesday they cashed the check, so I’m assuming we’re fine.  I did ask if they could maybe 

add a line to the letter explaining that there are two different departments asking for 

reports.  Apparently it is very common for this to happen to non-profit, volunteer organizations 

where there is much turnover on the board and not enough institutional memory for a five 

year cycle. 

1. we need to make a note that gets passed down every year so that whoever is 

President or Treasurer in a year ending in 5 or 0 knows about the extra report filing. 

3. New Business 

1. Discussion - change meeting date to Thursdays? 

1. One Friday meeting left, we set this calendar in June.  New board should discuss this 



for next year according to their schedules.   

2. Daniela and Karyn will be stepping down for next year.   

1. Karyn will continue to do Box Tops.   

2. Scrip will need a new lead person (Daniela will step down, but will help someone else 

with it.) 

3. We should find some way to reach out to those parents who have come once and not 

come back to come.  Possibly find out why. 

2. Need someone to go to the next board meeting.  Meeting date is March 15th.  Jenna 

will go to this meeting.  Thank you Jenna.  Daniela will go to the April meeting.   

3. Discussion - change bylaws to allow voting via email?   

1. Point of having the quorum is to run the business of the meeting.  In the past we have 
been able to make phone calls to have people be part of the discussion and just table voting 
until later.  Voting through email also removes the discussion piece and a lot is lost through 
the email.  Members present do not recommend this.  Possibly be an exception to the rule 
because of extenuating circumstances and vote at that time to make an exception to allow it 
because of time sensitivity.  Change to bylaws to possibly write how time sensitive things will 
be dealt with if there is not a quorum.   Perhaps we should look at by-laws of other 
organizations to see if there is something out there.    

 


