
Polaris Educational Foundation 
Meeting Minutes March 20th, 2014 

 
In attendance: Abby Pierson, Kathy Burtram, Sarah Shor, Tiffany Pierce and Ali Ferriero 
 
Began at 7:04pm 
 

1) Acceptance of January minutes-no quorum tabled until the next meeting-see attached for next 
meeting. 

2) President's report-(Sarah) 
 Need replacements for positions next year. Waiting for full descriptions from few remaining people to 
add so they can be posted to the school population.  

3) Treasurer's Report-See attached report. There are some questions regarding scrip but tabled 
until next meeting. 

4) Fundraising- (Sarah, Kathy & Ali) 
a) Read-a-thon- (Ali) Bookmarks have been received, still waiting for wristbands. It was generally 
agreed this was a low effort, high reward and exciting. Perhaps this should be our big spring fundraiser. 
If we do the same in donations as last year $1904, we will clear more $1333 once all prizes have been 
done. Kathy worried that if we did this as a big spring fundraiser it would interfere with our Red Sox 
raffle and our auction even more. Ali suggested that maybe we have it in February to end on Dr. Suess' 
birthday. 
b)Auction-(Kathy) Sarah received a call about a book that kids could sell with tickets in it. She 
received two copies hoping they could be used in the upcoming auction, but they are not for our area 
(Eastern MA and CT) Kathy will send out information as soon as possible as well as collect the 
donations from the office so she can get them ready. Kathy will send emails out with her two favorite 
choices for vendors, right now she is looking towards Bidding for Good as they have a very 
professional look. Kathy will have the site ready for viewing and acceptance at the next meeting so it 
will be ready to go live on May 1st. Sarah says we have a new parent who works Paul's Executive Car 
Care and maybe we will get something from them in the future. 
c)Sprip-(Sarah) Not doing a formal order just an email blast. Sarah says we will however use the Scrip 
to order our Barnes and Noble cards for the Read-a-thon.  
d)TD Affinity-(Sarah) no new news on this. 
e)Amazon Smile- (Sarah) Good news, they will now allow us to share the program via email. See 
attached sheet with changes to the program. 
f)31 Bags-(Sarah) Infomation about the 31 Bags fundraiser will be going home with the kids soon 
(Friday 28th) It will be due back April 10-11th. Trying to make this a nice mother's day fundraiser. 

5) Events Committee (Kathy) 
a) Spring Fling-ready to go at Milly's Tavern We have the back room, which Kathy explained is lovely. 
Sarah asked about decorations, raffles or something and she said she could help where needed. Kathy 
said she was just going to do flowers at most the space is pretty enough not to need anything. It was 
suggested that maybe we do a 50/50, Kathy asked about maybe taking an auction item to raffle off. 
Sarah says there isn't anything small and she would prefer to keep them for the auction. Will decide 
when we get closer. 
b)Breakfast event-Kathy will need a check to take to Milly's the night of the Spring Fling to pay. We 
are all set for our event on May 18th and it is at that time we will end the auction as well as draw for the 
Red Sox Tickets. We can make more arrangements as we get closer. 
c) May Coffee Event- Abby asked if we could have them every month? Kathy said she was doing that 
but there was a fear we had too many events going on. But it was agreed they are easy. We will add one 
May 9th at Bridge Cafe. There was some discussion about the various places we had coffee over the 



year-Blakes couldn't fit a lot of people unless we asked about using their large room but had great 
parking. Bridge street has terrible parking but was universally liked because of the room across from 
the main store for eating. Baked had decent seating and the same parking problem as Bridge but people 
liked being separate at Bridge Cafe. 
d)Final Events for the year-Kathy said none really as we had hoped there would be a kid run carnival.  

6) Enrichment Committee (Abby) 
*Monday the Show Choir chaperone didn't show up and when Abby arrived to find the children alone 
in the front stair area with no adult supervision. Sarah asked who it was-Katie Baker was the parent. 
Sarah said Abby should speak to her directly about making sure she is aware of when she is needed and 
protocol for calling out. Kathy and Tiffany suggested that the teacher of the class be talked to as well 
because leaving the children along is not ok.   
*One of the DI parents never got their background check, and still haven't gotten it done. Liz is the 
only way that know if something has come in for people.  
*Sarah asked about outstanding checks, as some parents were asking when they might clear. Abby says 
she still has a large number of checks to turn in.  
*Chess Camp—recently emailed for the flyer to send home, Kathy asked what weeks? June 23rd the 
same time as Letgo your mind the lego club. There was some confusion about maybe it being July 14-
18th? Abby will post all the information to Facebook as soon as it is confirmed. But it looks like both 
groups will share the building at the same time. 
*Music-should we use the same group next year? Judy is sometimes difficult to work with. Perhaps we 
should put that in our end of year survey. Kathy said she was disappointed that there was talk of the 
kids doing a concert and that never happened, and was a deciding factor in joining again. Kathy 
suggested checking out Let's play music in Londonderry. 

7) Volunteer Committee-(Sarah) never really got staff to work with her for the year. There was 
only support given to Events Committee so this position should be reworked for next year. 

8) New Business (Sarah) 
a)Popcorn machine- It is in the boiler room. Out of the box and needs to be taken into the little closet. 
Perhaps Joel and Abby or other males in the building could work it out. Suggested letting staff know 
that they can use it for a snack sometime during the week. We would need a few volunteers to run it; 
sell bags for 25cents each. Sarah asked about supplies, Kathy said they are under the stairs in the little 
closet and need to be inventoried. 
b)Teacher Appreciation day-we need to pick a day and find a person to run this. Should probably be on 
a Wednesday during a half day and teacher work days. Sarah will put a message out to parents and see 
who is willing to spearhead the project.  
c)Movie license renewal-Can't vote, no quorum. Should re-evalute for next year and while 2 movie 
nights in one year might be too much having the license also covers all the teachers when they show a 
movie in school. Kathy said she thought 2 movies was just fine it was having the double feature that 
may have been too much. Sarah suggested re-uping the license and perhaps having a summer feature to 
get people together before the school year starts. 
d) New parent orientation-Michelle asked about having a parent orientation with new parents so they 
can find out what we are all about, letting them know about the required volunteer aspects of the 
school, what jobs there are, how they can help. Perhaps if we have it early enough new parents might 
want to take over some of the jobs that are being vacated for next year. The question is when to have it. 
There was some back and forth debate about whether it should be sooner than later, Kathy suggested at 
the pancake breakfast but there was concern about forcing people to come to hear the orientation 
because of the cost. Tiffany felt that it should be a more formal orientation before school starts. It was 
discussed having it in the spring and sending a packet in the fall? Perhaps it is too much information 
and too confusing to have spread out. 
e)perhaps offer covering some families for the pancake breakfast like an enrichment because of the 



expense. 
f)back to school night-after school starts, another way to get parents together perhaps in mid 
September. 
g)Set up tables at learning celeberations so people can find out what the PEF is about and even sign up 
to help out. 
h)Michelle says the school is looking for lamintor supplies. They aren't cheap, we need to vote on them 
next month, Tiffany asked about pricing? Ali didn't know but we should have a better idea by next 
month. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Abby 
Tiffany second. 
Adjourned at 8:38pm 
 
 
 

Polaris Educational Foundation 
Treasurer’s Report 

March 20, 2014 
 

  
 

Checking Balance February 20, 2014   $13,118.26 

Income               

Stars 
Scrip  
Pizza  
Interest 
Fundraising (Spirit Wear) 
Karaoke 
Raffles 
Ref. Sch. Supplies (Tax error on wristbands) 

$515.00 
$62.60 

$306.50 
$0.50 

$421.00 
$126.00 
$112.00 

$9.33 
 

Expenses 
 

Scrip (Popcorn Maker) 
Fundraising Exp. (Karaoke & popcorn bowl) 
Stars of Polaris Transfer to PCS 
Stars Transfer to Savings 
School Supplies (Bookmarks for readathon) 
Events (Milly’s Tavern Deposit) 
Scrip? 

       $170.15 
$33.70 

$207.50 
$207.50 

$18.99 
$150.00 

$52.60 

 
Checking Balance March 20, 2014 

 
$13,830.75 

 
Savings Balance February 20, 2014 
 
Stars Transfer 

 
$2334.00 

 
$207.50 

 

Savings Balance March 20, 2014 $2541.50 
 



Petty Cash 
Gift Cards (Walmart for supplies - $90.03, 
Dominoes for pizza - $274.86, & B&N for 
readathon - $50) 
 

$100.00 
$414.89 

 

Total Assets March 20, 2014 $16,787.14 

 


