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Dear Polaris Parents, 

 

We are excited to share the fall 2017 enrichment offerings with you.  Based on parent 

feedback we received last year, we have increased our STEAM offerings. We have also 

focused on offering consistent, gap-free programming so you can count on enrichment 

offerings in planning your children’s afterschool care.  

 

In order to make these programs as accessible to all students as possible, confidential, 

financial assistance is available to help offset the cost of enrichments.  Please contact PEF 

Treasurer, Sue Swanson, at Swansonsue@yahoo.com if you need help paying for a program in 

which your child is interested in participating. Alternatively, programs that cost more than $100 

can be paid for in installments.   

 

Go to the PEF enrichment website at https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/ for 

more information about enrollment policies, payment policies, and our program offerings. All 

links and descriptions will be available by the first day of school. In the meantime, should you 

have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  We look forward to a great year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elizabeth Velez, PEF Enrichment Chair 

Elizabeth.c.velez@gmail.com 

 

  

https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/
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Enrichment Program Details and Requirements 
 

Enrichment programs start approximately 15 minutes after the school day ends. This 

transition time allows students a brief period to wash hands, use the bathroom, quietly talk with 

friends, and eat a quick snack if they bring one. However, this is not a time to use personal 

electronics, toys, or games such as magic cards or other trading games. Children will be under 

the supervision of the school until the enrichment begins. We ask that they continue to follow 

school rules. If they have a quiet activity such as a book or a game, they are welcome to read 

or play during this time. Polaris does not provide supervision after the end of the Enrichment 

activity. Parents are therefore responsible for arranging immediate pick up. If students go to 

the YMCA Schools Out Program, an adult will walk them down-stairs when the program 

concludes. Should you decide to withdraw your child from an Enrichment program, you must 

submit a written letter asking to withdraw. Depending on enrollment, we may not be able to 

grant a refund.  

 

There are a number of behavior expectations to keep the programs safe and fun for 

everyone. Participating in an Enrichment Activity is a privilege, not a right. Therefore, students 

are expected to take responsibility for their own actions and behavior when participating in 

Enrichment Activities. Please go over the following list of expectations with your child when 

enrolling him or her in the program. If children break the following behavior contract, the 

school will contact the parents. Severe or repeated infractions may result in children being 

asked to leave the activity and dis-allowed from returning to this Activity and other Enrichment 

activities for a period of time. 

 

Student Behavior Contract 
 

During the Enrichment program, students must agree to: 

 

 Respect others and myself by listening and following directions. 

 Participate in the Enrichment Activities and always try to do my best work.  

 Be kind and helpful to my classmates. 

 Contribute my ideas (in a respectful manner).  

 Ask questions if I do not understand. 

 Show respect for myself, my school, and other people by being on my best 

behavior.  

 Be responsible for my actions and my emotions and not let them get out of control. 

 Talk about my feelings or frustration with the instructor or chaperone instead of 

becoming aggressive towards friends or property. 
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Tuesday: Art Enrichment! 

Your student is invited to participate in Polaris Charter School’s after school art enrichment 

program, being conducted by Unchartered Tutoring. Unchartered Tutoring is Manchester’s 

most imaginative approach to learning. We teach important educational concepts and life 

lessons to your student using art. Though each course has a “plan” we call ourselves 

“Unchartered” because every student’s end destination will be different. It is that self-discovery 

and creativity that we aim to foster. Students who learn to explore complex subjects on their 

own and use creativity to solve problems develop important life skills. They continue to reap 

the benefits past the duration of the course.  

Polaris Charter School has chosen the below courses to enhance their curriculum. Each course 

runs four weeks at $68 a course. The course minimum is 8 and maximum 15.  Please register for 

your desired course(s) with PEF at https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/  

Course 1: Space Art: Rockets, Galaxies, Stars & the Moon  

If your student likes space, you can’t miss this program. The first week will be spent designing 

and launching rockets using compressed air! These are low noise, paper rockets that can blast 

200 ft in the air! We will paint galaxies to fill our brains with grand ideas while we sleep in the 

second week. Depending on how the second week goes, we will paint the moon! Mobile 

pinhole projectors will be created the fourth week. All supplies are provided by Unchartered. 

Classes are on 9/12, 9/19, 9/26 and 10/3 from 3:00pm to 4:10pm.  

 

Course 2: Anatomy Art: Biomedical Art & Illustration  

Capitalizing on Amber Nicole Cannan’s background in Biomedical Art, this four-week session 

will explore the complex systems of the human body. We will learn about the various systems 

and what organs belong to them through paper cut outs and coloring. Mechanical hands will 

be made the second week, providing insight into the complex structures that allow us to write 

and draw! We will study the all-powerful brain in the third week. The final week will be putting 

together the anatomy systems in a life size self portrait! Students will start it in class and 

probably take it home to finish and explain to you what they learned! Classes are on 10/10, 

10/17, 10/24 and 10/31 from 3:00pm to 4:10pm.  

Course 3: Squishy Science: How gross & pretty can we make it?  

This four-week session will result in students learning several ways to make a mess. Don’t worry, 

because we will make the mess and the student will take home their experiment in a lid with a 

container. Can we make a mess that glows in the dark? Yes. Yes we can. Can a blob respond 

to a magnet? With the right materials, yes! Can we make a sand that doesn’t track through 

the house. Of course! Classes are on 11/28, 12/5,12/12 and 12/19 from 3:00pm to 4:10pm. 

https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/
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Wednesday & Thursdays: STEM Enrichment! 
Polaris Educational Foundation is excited to partner with LOFT Technologies in offering a series 

of STEM-themed enrichment programs throughout the year.  LOFT Technologies, which stands 

for Leaders of Future Technology, is a leader of STEM education in Southern NH.  Its programs 

go beyond just getting kids interested in STEM - it has programs starting at an introductory 

level and progressing to full engineering design and building and aims to shape the next 

generation of innovators! In order to ensure that these programs are properly tailored to the 

wide variety of ages at Polaris, the sessions will be divided by grade. 

On Wednesdays, LOFT Technologies will offer a 6-week session for students in grades 4-6 will 

run from 1PM to 2:30PM for $145. An extended program until 2:50 is available for an 

additional $5 for a total program cost of $150. 

On Thursdays, LOFT Technologies will offer a 6-week session for students in grades 1-3 from 

3PM to 4:30PM for $145. An extended program until 5PM is available for a total cost of $160. 

If you believe your child would be best served by attending the program that does not align 

with his/her grade, please contact Elizabeth Velez, PEF Enrichment coordinator, at: 

Elizabeth.C.Velez@gmail.com. 

Session 1: Scratch Programming 

Developed by MIT, Scratch is a free, versatile visual programming language that uses 

"blockly" - the code is in easy to manipulate blocks that can be arranged to create unique 

and varied programs.  As children create with Scratch they learn to think creatively, work 

collaboratively, and reason systematically.  This program is great for novice or experienced 

young programmers.  The LOFT Technology Scratch Program takes students from the basics 

all the way to making their own animations and games.  You can learn more about Scratch 

(and begin exploring) at scratch.mit.edu. 

 

The Wednesday session will run on 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, and 11/1. 

The Thursday session will run 9/28, 10/5, 10/12, 10/19, 10/26, and 11/2. 

LOFT Technologies will directly handle student enrollment and payment at: 

https://campscui.active.com/orgs/LeadersofFutureTechnologyLLC - /selectSessions/2072704 

Sessions 2, 3 and 4: LOFT Technologies plans to offer a series of STEM themed 

enrichment programs at Polaris throughout the year including future sessions on topics 

including 2D game design, Minecraft Mods, 3D animation and Roblox Studio.  We aim to 

have these sessions flow one to another without missed weeks so that parents can rely on this 

as an afterschool opportunity for your children. Look for more information on these option on 

the PEF webpage or parent facebook group. 

  

http://scratch.mit.edu/
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/LeadersofFutureTechnologyLLC#/selectSessions/2072704
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Weekend and Evening Opportunities 

Destination Imagination: Saturday Mornings 

The Destination Imagination program is a fun, hands-on system of learning that fosters 

students’ creativity, courage and curiosity through open-ended academic Challenges in the 

fields of STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics), fine arts and service 

learning. Our participants learn patience, flexibility, persistence, ethics, respect for others and 

their ideas, and the collaborative problem solving process. Teams showcase their solutions at 

a tournament. 

This will be Polaris’s second year participating in this program, which teaches participants to 

work through a creative process around a chosen theme along with teammates.  During the 

first weeks of the program, participants will be exposed to the kind of problem solving and 

teamwork Destination Imagination team challenges require.  The team will work together to 

choose a theme, brainstorm a solution, and then persevere through turning their ideas into 

reality.  All parents will be required to chaperone at least one DI Day or find a parent or 

alternative chaperone to attend and help one day in the DI year. It is important for families 

to have hands on experience with what their child is experiencing. Every parent contributing 

allows us to run the program.  

 

For more information, please contact Destination Imagination leader Jayme Putnam at 

jaymeaputnam@gmail.com.  You can sign up for Destination Imagination at: 

https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/ 

 

Destination Imagination team meetings will take place as follows: 

10/7:  Try it day!! Meet at Polaris to learn what DI is about and do practice challenges 

11/11, 12/2, 1/13, 2/3:  9am-noon 

2/10: 9am- 1pm (pizza included) 

3/3 through yet-to-be-decided tournament date in late March or early April: 9-noon 

(overtime may be needed before the meet and additional pizza will be factored in for 

crunch time!!) 

 

The program will be $92 for the year and includes a working pizza lunch and T shirt.  Should a 

child drop out part way through the program, parents will be responsible for $69 in costs 

regardless of their drop out date.   

 

Joe English Scout Group: Wednesday evening troop meetings and 

weekend outings 

Baden-Powell Service Association (BPSA) is a scouting organization that started in 2006 in the 

United Sates with the goal of providing "traditional scouting for everyone". The association’s 

principles and practices of Scouting go back to those laid down by Robert Baden-Powell in 

1907 and have been developed and refined in Scout associations around the world for over 

a century. The BPSA programs are co-ed, inclusive, and open to anyone.  There are sections 

for Otters (ages 5 - 7), Timberwolves (ages 8 - 10), Pathfinders (ages 11 - 17) and Rovers 

(18+).  Though an independent scouting organization, BPSA derives from the same source as 

the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) and is somewhat similar. BPSA tends to be more outdoor-

focused and less badge-oriented than BSA programs. The Girl Scouts of America have its 

roots as well from Baden-Powell. 

 

mailto:jaymeaputnam@gmail.com
https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/
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An interest meeting will take place on a to-be-determined date early in the school year.  In 

the meantime, direct questions to troop leader and Polaris parent Aaron Currier 

at: aaron.m.currier@gmail.com.
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Logistics 

 
So, how do I sign up my child? 
 
Fall Registration will open using the links provided on the PEF Enrichment website 

(https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/ )on Saturday, September 9 at noon. An 

online version of this brochure will be available on the PEF website with registration links prior to this 

date. You will also receive these links via e-mail on the PEF facebook page. To sign up for LOFT 

Technologies programs, sign up directly with the organization at: 

https://campscui.active.com/orgs/LeadersofFutureTechnologyLLC - /selectSessions/2072704 
 

How do I pay? 
 
For LOFT Technologies programs, sign up and pay directly with LOFT Technologies.  For all other 

programs, you may pay online using a credit card through the “donate now” button on the PEF 

homepage at: https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/ .  Please make sure to include your child’s 

name and the name of the enrichment program(s) when paying online so we can make sure to 

credit your payment appropriately.  Alternatively, you may pay by cash or check made out to 

“PEF.” Please place your payment in an envelope marked: PEF ENRICHMENT, indicate your CHILD’S 

NAME, TEACHER, and the ENRICHMENT PROGRAM you are paying for, and give this payment to the 

Polaris Charter School front office. 

 

What if too many people sign up and there isn’t room for everybody? 
 
Each class will have open enrollment for 24 hours. If more than the maximum number of students are 

registered within that 24 hour period, then a random, computerized lottery will occur. We cannot 

add students to an already full class. Our recommendations are to know ahead of time what 

activities you would like to register for, bookmark the registration links and mark the registration date 

on your calendars 
 

What if there’s low enrollment? Will the class get cancelled? 
 
If there is low enrollment, i.e. we haven’t met the minimum number of registrants to run the program, 

enrollment will not close 24 hours after it opens and the class will remain available for sign ups. We 

will send e-mail notification to all parents prior to the start date for last chance sign-ups. If there is still 

not enough interest, we will cancel the program. Those who were registered will be notified by e-

mail and refunded. 
 
 
If school is cancelled or there’s early release due to inclement weather, obviously there won’t be 

afterschool activities. It may take some time for us to coordinate a make-up class, but we will do 

everything we can to try. We will communicate with the parents of those registered via e-mail 

regarding scheduling make-ups. Thank you in advance for your patience should that happen.

 

https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/enrichment/
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/LeadersofFutureTechnologyLLC#/selectSessions/2072704
https://polariseducationalfoundation.org/

