
Polaris Education Foundation (PEF) 
September 8, 2016 Meeting Minutes 

Attendees:  Jane Bigelow,  Melanie Currier, Daniela De Los Reyes, Sharon Klardie, Andrea Martin, Melissa McCann, 
Camila Miranda, Candace and Preston Moulton, Jenna Paquette, Martha Pepek, Jessica Perkins, Jayme Putnam,  Liz 
Van Landingham, Colleen Vignale and Megan Whitney. 
Meeting called to order at  by Melanie Currier at 7:05. She talked briefly about the mission of the PEF and then read 
the mission of the Polaris Charter School 

 
Acceptance of August minutes: motion to accept with edits by Jenna, Daniela seconded. 

 
1. President’s report 

1. Melanie attended the Polaris Board meeting. 
1. They discussed the bollards. Looking to spend money on a lawyer. 
2. Discussed the challenge of keeping a Foreign Language teacher. Last year’s Spanish 

teacher left and, instead, the Board recognized that parents were looking for a STEM class or 
computer programming course. They noted that Preston Moulton had been volunteering at 
the school, mainly handling IT issues, and the decision was to hire him as a STEM teacher. 
PEF noted that budget for curriculum is $60 for the full year and he has put in a request for 
donations.. 

3. Baden Powell Organization - similar to Boy Scouts/Girl Scouts but co-ed, multi-age. 
Informational meeting next Wednesday at Polaris at 7pm for parents. 

4. Ice cream social at Livingston 5:30-7. Decided to change the venue to Derryfield Park on 
Bridge Street because it has a better set up. Jenna Paquette, Events co-chair, will facilitate. 

3. Fundraising report 
1. Liz and Jessica reported on the 505/50 raffle at the Back to School Event. Sharon Klardie won the 
$40 and graciously put back into the 100 Envelope fundraiser. 
2. 100 envelopes. $407 has been raised so far, at the Back to School Event.   This will be an ongoing 
fundraiser until all envelopes are filled. It will be run on the website, at Learning Celebrations, and all events. 
3. A meeting is planned for two weeks from today at Chez Vachon, September 22nd at 7pm. Two of the 
items discussed will be the timing of the read-a-thon and running a penny drive the week after the meeting. 
They also plan to repeat the Penny Drive 2 or 3 times this year since it was so successful last year. 
4. Scrip event was brought up and Daniela suggested running it around the holidays in time for gift 
giving. This is still yet to be determined. 
5. Jayme asked about spirit wear and will coordinate with the committee regarding when to offer this 
fundraiser. 
6. It was also mentioned that Carter Hill Orchard will be getting back to us regarding  ordering apples 
from them with some of the money going back to the school. 

4. Events Report 
a. Back to school event was successful. Jenna created spreadsheet showing what worked and what did 

not and she will share for future reference. 
b. Discussed where to get ice cream for the Ice Cream Social next week - BJ’s and Sam’s were both 

discussed. It was decided that popsicles would be provided for those with a dairy allergy. Jenna 
Paquette noted that she will not be available to set up and she is looking for volunteers to help out. 



She will coordinate with Jenna Pedone who is volunteer coordinator. 
c. Movie night is coming up in October and several students are hoping to run a bake sale, they will just 

need to make a sign asking for donations to their cause. 
d. Jenna asked about the license for the movies. Colleen will look into. 
e. November 5 is the Autumn Potluck. Jenna will be sending out requests for help at all of these events. 

5. Enrichments Report: 
1. Melanie filled in for the missing chairs. Sign ups for enrichments start tomorrow. The chairs were 
supposed to send the email today with the links to go live tomorrow. Althea will be hyping this on Facebook. 
The way they will work is they will go for 24 hours, at that point if the classes are full, registration will close, if 
over full, a lottery will occur. If class is not full, they will continue to allow registration until full. Elizabeth Velez, 
working very hard, updating the contracts, those should go out soon. We have nobody as a parent to run 
Destination Imagination - will send out request for parent volunteers. Need to have chaperones. Right now, 
the chaperones are teachers. Need to go through training. Reach out to grandparents and other relatives who 
are retired and interested in helping out. Anyone outside the school has to be fingerprinted to work with kids. 

6. Volunteer Committee Report: 
a. Chair, Jenna  Pedone not in attendance. It was reported that all volunteer room parents, have signed 

up. We would like feedback from the kids and teachers as to how to it works out. 
b. In general, volunteers are needed. 

7. New Business 
a. Scrip - Sharon noted that the school ID was not  readily available on the paperwork and had some 

questions about how it is run. She will coordinate with Daniela. 
b. Preston noted that STEM needs donations and he will make up a list and give it to Jayme who will 

circulate it. 
c. Jayme will also look into setting up a Saturday morning parent meeting and the monthly Wednesday 

morning meet-up. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Jenna, Liz second. Meeting adjourned at 8:28pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


