
Polaris Education Foundation (PEF) 
July Meeting Minutes 

7/11/16 
Attendees:  Jane Bigelow, Melanie Currier, Althea Dubravsky, Karyn Misenheimer, Preston Moulton, Martha 
Pepek, Jayme Putnam, Shamarr Sims, Alicia Sims, Sue Swanson, Colleen Vignale. 
Meeting called to order at 7:06  by Melanie Currier 
 

1. Acceptance of June minutes 
1. Tabled (no quorum) 

2. President’s report 
2. Melanie Currier reviewed the Mission Statement of PEF 

3.  Treasurer’s report 
a) See attached (ask Colleen for link in Google docs) 

4.  Fundraising 
1. No report, chair not present 
2. Jayme Putnam mentioned that she has heard from various sources that some parents are 
concerned about where the money raised to improve the playspace is going. Dellie Champagne 
mentioned in the May meeting that we are looking for a new home for Polaris and, therefore, are 
less inclined to sink money into the playspace. 
3. It was suggested that the PEF attach meeting minutes in a mass email to all parents, to 
clarify what is happening with PEF 
5.  Events Committee 
1. Midsummer meet up for parents and kids on Saturday, July 23rd, 10:00am at Elm Brook 
State Park 
2. There is an Events Committee Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July 26, 2016, at 6:30pm at 
Polaris Charter School. 
3. The Back to School event is scheduled for August 27th 
4. We discussed encouraging volunteers by creating a welcome packet with information about 
communication between the PEF and parents, the Sycamore database, Facebook, etc.. 
6.  Enrichment Committee 
1. Hip hop is coming back in the spring of 2017 
2. Cameron from PlayWell will run the engineering enrichment in the fall of 2016 for grades, 3-
6, and a pre-engineering enrichment in spring of 2017, for grades 1 and 2. 
3. Preston Moulton is willing to run a Lego First enrichment program in the fall. 
4. Ray Lassonde will run a recorder music enrichment class in the fall. His bio is located on 
the Strings and Things Music store in Exeter website.. 
5. The committee is actively looking for someone to run an art enrichment. 



6. The question was asked about how cost for enrichments is determined. Althea noted that 
the cost is determined  by the people who are running it and the number of participants 
7. There is an Enrichment Committee Meeting tomorrow, July 12, 2016, at 5:30 at Cafe La 
Reine. 
7.  Volunteer Committee 

1. No report, chair not present 
2. Will discuss the potential of having a volunteer room parent for each classroom at the next meeting. 
3. The Amazon Smiles program was discussed and it was noted that a small percentage of what is 

purchased goes to PEF when program utilized. 
4. Melanie talked about Amazon Prime day which is July 12th and she will post a reminder on 

Facebook 
8.  New Business 

1. Melanie presented a proposed meeting schedule for the 2016-17 school year. Mondays and 
Thursdays work best for most committee chairs and the executive board so these days will be 
alternated throughout the year. 

2. Regarding calculating the cost of enrichments, a question about scholarships arised. Scholarships 
for enrichments are offered to students in need. The process is simple: go to the board chair, ask 
for help, and it is automatically done, no questions asked and no documentation provided. A new 
policy was presented at one of the prior PEF meetings. A committee needs to be formed to review 
the previous policy and to discuss a new scholarship policy that can be added to the bylaws. 

3. Preston Moulton asked about the possibility of providing a shelter at the pick up/drop off area for 
the kids during inclement weather. It was noted that the city of Manchester would most likely not be 
amenable. 

4. Jane Bigelow volunteered to organize the volunteer availability forms that parents/guardians fill out 
when a child starts at Polaris. She would then pass on this information to Jenna Pedone to help her 
recruit people. Confidentiality was cited as an issue. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 
 
 


